Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.050; wR factor = 0.146; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.2.
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Rigaku R-AXIS RAPID IP diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (ABSCOR; Higashi, 1995) T min = 0.970, T max = 0.986 11598 measured reflections 2826 independent reflections 1636 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.036 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.049 wR(F 2 ) = 0.146 S = 1.03 2826 reflections 155 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.15 e Å À3 Á min = À0.14 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku, 1998) ; cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: CrystalStructure (Rigaku/MSC, 2002) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: CrystalStructure; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. (Cohen et al., 1964) . The tautomerism involves proton transfer from the hydroxylic oxygen to the imino nitrogen atom that occurs intramolecularly via a six-membered ring, with the keto species showing bathochromically shifted spectra. Continuing our studies on the relation between the Schiff base geometry in the crystalline state and photochromism and/or thermochromism, we report here the crystal structure of 2-[(E)-(benzylimino)methyl]-4-methylphenol (I).
The molecular structure of (I) is illustrated in Fig. 1 . Compound (I) is a typical Schiff base derived from salicylaldehyde with the C8-N1 bond length (Table 1) indicating double-bond character. The title molecule is not planar. The dihedral angle between the phenyl ring and salicylaldimine group is 74.91 (1)°. There is a strong intramolecular hydrogen bond between the phenolic group and the imine N atom (Table 1) .
Experimental 1-Phenylmethanamine (0.02 mol, 2.14 g) and 5-methylsalicylaldehyde (0.02 mol, 2.76 g) were dissolved in ethanol and the solution was refluxed for 3 h. After evaporation, a crude product was recrystallized twice from ethanol to give a pure yellow product. Yield: 87.3%. Calcd. for C 15 H 15 NO: C, 79.97; H, 6.71; N, 6.22; Found: C, 79.53; H, 6.78 ; N, 6.02%.
Refinement
All H atoms were located from difference Fourier syntheses. H atoms from the C-H groups and O-H group were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms (C-H = 0.93-0.97%A; O-H = 0.82 Å). and U iso (H) values equal to 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5Ueq(O). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 
